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NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL SATELLITE, DATA, AND INFORMATION SERVICE 
OPERATIONS RESEARCH AND FACILITIES 

FY 2007 OVERVIEW 
 

SUMMARIZED FINANCIAL DATA 
($ in thousands) 

 
Operations Research and Facilities FY 2005 

ACTUALS 

FY 2006 
CURRENTLY 
AVAILABLE 

FY 2007 
BASE 

PROGRAM 
FY 2007 

ESTIMATE 
INCREASE / 
DECREASE 

Environmental Satellite Observing Systems 101,460  106,769   99,515  97,670  -1,845  
NOAA's Data Centers & Information Services 74,600  70,968   45,079  51,909  6,830  

TOTAL 176,060  177,737   144,594  149,579  4,985  
FTE 598  717   717  717  0  

 
 

For FY 2007, NOAA is requesting a total of $149,579,000 for National Environmental Satellite, Data, and Information Service (NESDIS) Operations, 
Research, and Facilities.  As the NOAA satellite and information service, NESDIS is responsible for managing all aspects of remotely gathered 
environmental data.  This includes procurement, launch, operation, product development, and product distribution for the nation’s civil operational 
environmental satellites.  Additionally, NESDIS manages the NOAA environmental data collections, and disseminates data and information to meet the 
needs of users in commerce, industry, agriculture, science and engineering, as well as federal, state, and local governments. 
 
NESDIS has two sub-activities in the Operations, Research and Facilities appropriation: 1) Environmental Satellite Observing Systems; and 2) NOAA 
Data Centers and Information Services. 
 
The goals of the Environmental Satellite Observing Systems include: (1) maintaining a system of polar-orbiting satellites to obtain global environmental 
data; (2) maintaining a system of geostationary satellites to provide near-continuous environmental observations of the Earth's western hemisphere; (3) 
acquiring, processing, and analyzing data from NOAA, the Department of Defense (DoD), and other earth-observing satellites; (4) supplying data, 
interpretations, and consulting services to users; (5) introducing new technology and processes to improve environmental satellite system capabilities; (6) 
determining requirements for future satellite systems, (7) operating, maintaining, and serving as the lead US agency for the Search and Rescue mission 
control center; (8) and demonstrating better ways to use and distribute data from NOAA, the National Aeronautic and Space Administration (NASA), and 
other satellites, aircraft, and laboratory investigations. 
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The Environmental Satellite Observing Systems sub-activity includes the following budget line items for FY 2007: 
 

• Satellite Command and Control, including NOAA Satellite Operations Facility (NSOF) operations 
• Product Processing and Distribution 
• Product Development, Readiness, and Application 
• Commercial Remote Sensing Licensing and Enforcement 
 
The goal of the NOAA Data Centers & Information Services sub-activity is to provide worldwide environmental data and information products and 
services in the atmospheric, marine, solid earth, and solar-terrestrial sciences to meet the needs of users in commerce, industry, agriculture, science and 
engineering, the general public, and Federal, state, and local agencies.  Environmental data and information maintained by NOAA are vital to every 
economic sector and are used in making decisions critical to; national defense; industrial productivity; energy development and distribution; world food 
supplies; public health, safety, and welfare; and development of natural resources.   Environmental scientists and observers also have a critical need for a 
long time-series of historical and recent global data to assess long-term environmental trends, to evaluate the current state of the environment, and to predict 
future environmental conditions and events.   
 
In FY 2007, the NOAA Data Centers and Information Services sub-activity consists of the following budget line items: 

 
• Archive, Access, and Assessment  
• Coastal Data Development 
• Regional Climate Centers 
• Environmental Data Systems Modernization 
 
NESDIS’ activities support all four Mission Goals in the NOAA Strategic Plan:  Protect, Restore, and Manage The Use of Coastal and Ocean Resources 
through an Ecosystem Approach to Management; Understand Climate Variability and Change To Enhance Society’s Ability To Plan and Respond; Serve 
Society’s Needs For Weather and Water Information; and Support The Nation’s Commerce With Information For Safe, Efficient, and Environmentally 
Sound Transportation.  Activities also support NOAA’s Mission Support Goal to Provide Critical Support for NOAA’s Mission. 
 
Research and Development Investments 
 
The NOAA FY 2007 Budget estimates for its activities, including research and development programs, are the result of an integrated, requirements-based 
Planning, Programming, Budgeting, and Execution System (PPBES) that provides the structure to link NOAA’s strategic vision with programmatic detail, 
budget development, and the framework to maximize resources while optimizing capabilities.  The PPBES process incorporates the President’s 
Management Agenda and the Office of Science and Technology Policy’s Research and Development Investment Criteria (relevance, quality, and 
performance) for NOAA’s R&D programs, and leads to NOAA budget proposals that reflect the R&D investment criteria. 
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Significant Adjustments-to-Base (ATBs):  NOAA requests an increase of 0 FTE and $2,075,000 to fund adjustments for NESDIS activities.  Program 
totals will fund inflationary adjustments for labor and non labor activities. 
 
NESDIS also requests the following transfer between line offices for a net change to NOAA of zero. 
 

From Office Line To Office Line Amount
NESDIS Product Development, Readiness & Application OMAO NOAA Corps  - $80,000

 
The $80,000 transferred to OMAO partially funds a NOAA Corps Officer position that benefits NESDIS.


